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OPENING ADDRESS

Mr. Johnson, Chairman of the Botswana National Sports
Council,

General Masire, Deputy Commander of the Botswana Defence
Force,

Colonel Kalkaba, Vicepresident for Africa of CISM,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Dear friends of CISM,

It is a great pleasure and honour to me, to
welcome you to this important
International Symposium of CISM — the
first one in the new millenium.

After the successful conclusion of a
comprehensive symposia programme in the
nineties the Permanent Commission for
Sport is starting a new series of international
symposia. It is the explained intention of the
commission to bring these events to other
continents than to organize them only in
Europe, as it was done in the past.

We are proud to have the first International
CISM Symposium of the new millenium in the
continent of Africa. Therefore we are very '
grateful to the Botswana Defence Force for
hosting this event in Gaborone.I’'m sure that

the results and the conclusion of this
symposium will have a positive influence on

the development of sport and physical

education in the whole Southern African

region.




Ladies and gentlemen,

for the last few years we have noticed a
growing interest in our symposia programme
that has to be seen in context to the successful
development of CISM and its primary goal to
establish permanent relations in the fields of
sport and physical education among the Armed
Forces of the world.

The number of delegates attending our
Symposium here in Gaborone exceeds by far
our expectations: more than 80 participants out
of 30 nations.

This indicates in my opinion, that the
Permanent Commission for Sport is on the
right way in offering such events like
international symposia or clinics. It gives
scientists and other experts of the Armed
Forces of the member countries a platform to
present their scientific studies and research
results to an international forum of delegates
and to exchange information about doctrines
and the organization of sport and physical
eduacation in the Armed Forces, the regulation
of procedure, the role of Sports Schools and
Sports Centers a.s.o.

Ladies and gentlemen,

the development of a soldier’s physical fitness
is an indispensible component of military
training. About the necessity of a soldier’s high
physical fitness there exists an agreement
among the experts all over the world.

But the ways to reach this goal, the applied
means and methods are quite different from
country to country.




The main aim of this symposium is therefore to
offer the participants the opportunity to get to
know and to study different approaches to
physical education in the Armed Forces.

Ladies and gentlemen,

the International Military Sports Council is
organizing this international Symposium in
close cooperation with the Botswana
Delegation to CISM.

My congratulation goes to the Botswana
Defence Force who has played since its
adhesion to our world wide movement in 1984
a leading role in the promotion of sports within
the military in a spirit of mutual understanding
and according to CISM’s motto: ,,friendship
through sport®.

Consequently I’'m very happy being able to say
— at the beginning of this symposium — that the
local organizing committee, that all personnel
who has taken part in the preparation of this
event has done an excellent job up now - and
I’'m sure they will continue till the end of this

week.

Many thanks for your outstanding work. I'm
very convinced that this symposium will end

with a big success.

Thank you
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